Sex: The Ugly

Last week we talked about the boundaries of God’s will for human sexuality.  Just like a fish is happier within the limitations of the fish bowl, so too these boundaries are not meant to restrict our joy but rather to ensure our joy.  This week we are going to explore and discuss some of the ways that operating outside of God’s will has brought pain and hardship to our world. Much like a doctor must spend appropriate time diagnosing a problem before writing a prescription, so we must spend some time studying the ‘ugliness’ of sex gone wrong before we can speak intelligently to the world about how God’s plan represents a better and brighter future for us all. 

Task One:

Take a look at the Fact Sheet your group has been given.  There are six Fact Sheets in total and your group has received only one.  As a group, familiarize yourselves with the information and then prepare a press release that summarizes the critical information in the space below.  Your press release must fit in the allotted space so you will have to decide which facts are most important.  After you have prepared your release, be prepared to give that statement to the reassembled group.  Go! 

____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

Use the space below to make notes on the press releases given by other groups.  You will need this information to complete the second task.

____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

Task Two:

When a doctor begins to evaluate a patient in order to prescribe a medicine or treatment, he or she will conduct an assessment of the patient’s lifestyle and history.  For example if seeing a man who has the beginnings of heart disease, the doctor might ask, “Can you describe your diet and exercise regime?” or “Is there a family history of heart disease?”  These facts will help the doctor determine how the patient arrived at this state of ill health and therefore what sort of treatment is required.  We need to work the same way.  Using each of the press releases from the previous task (AIDS, Prostitution, Pornography, Teen Pregnancy, Divorce, Rape) work backwards to discover where we as a species went off track.  For example, how did so many people become addicted to pornography?  What boundary line did we neglect in such a way that we ended up in this situation?  Use the box of sample boundary lines to jog your memory regarding last week’s decisions.  Begin by connecting each issue from Task One to one or more boundary lines that were crossed. 

	BL#1:
While divorce may be necessary in a few cases, people should not divorce each other except in cases of unfaithfulness or situations of personal risk.

BL#2:
While being attracted sexually to your own spouse is great, lusting after other men/women is not good.

BL#3:
Sex is about serving another and meeting another’s needs.  Self-service sexuality is not good.

BL#4:
While we are all sexual beings before we are married, and will therefore wish to express love and attraction in a physical way, we should not go so far that we are drawn into uncontrollable desire and passion.

BL#5:
While sex within marriage is wildly appropriate and good, casual sex between uncommitted persons is bad and hazardous.

BL#6:
While it is good to feel comfortable with our own bodies, we ought not to display our bodies in ways that are sexually suggestive or intentionally seductive.


	· AIDS

· Rape

· Divorce

· Teen Pregnancy

· Prostitution

· Pornography




______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fact Sheet: AIDS

1. AIDS is a leading cause of death around the world.

2. Approximately 58,000 Canadians are living with HIV/AIDS.

3. In the states of the former Soviet Union, the proportion of the population living with HIV doubled between December 1997 and December 1999, mainly due to injection drug use.

4. AIDS can affect people of any age, gender, ethnicity, and economic group.

5. Many people have strong biases concerning AIDS.  They believe that it only affects certain people or that it is a divine punishment for sinful behaviour.  

6. HIV is still a challenge in industrialized countries, where safer sex behaviours may be eroding among some groups, perhaps because of complacency now that life-prolonging therapy is available.

7. AIDS can be spread in several ways including unprotected sex, sharing needles, tainted blood transfusions, and from mother to child.

8. Unprotected sex remains the leading cause of HIV infection in Canada.

9. The number of women being diagnosed with HIV in Canada is on the increase.

10. HIV/AIDS is only one of many sexually transmitted diseases that can hurt or kill people.

Fact Sheet: Rape

1. According to Statistics Canada, only 6% of all sexual assaults are reported to the police.

2. The majority of date and acquaintance rape (rape by someone known to the victim) victims are young women aged 16 to 24. 

3. A 1993 survey found that one-half of all Canadian women have experienced at least one incident of sexual or physical violence.

4. Most women who are sexually assaulted know their attackers. In fact approximately 80% are assaulted by men known to them in some capacity.

5. Research indicates that a shocking number of young men and women believe that it is okay to coerce a woman to have sex.  In a Toronto study, 31% of males and 22% of females said yes when asked, "If a girl engages in necking or petting and she lets things get out of hand, is it her own fault if her partner forces sex on her?" Another study found that 60% of Canadian college-aged males said they would commit sexual assault if they were certain they would not get caught.

6. False accusations of rape happen no more often than false reports of other types of crime: about 2 to 4%, which means that 96 to 98% of reports are true.

7. Most assaults occur in a private home (60%) and the largest percentage of these occur in the victim's home (38%).

8. Women and girls of any age have been sexually assaulted. According to accounts of rape, rapists chose women based on their vulnerability, not on their physical appearance.

9. Men and boys can also be victims of rape just as women and girls can also be perpetrators of rape.

10. Despite what we see on television or movies, studies have shown that most rapists are or seem to be “normal” and “ordinary”.

Fact Sheet: Divorce

1. The peak divorce rate (the year of marriage at which the majority of divorces take place) is the third year.  The risk of divorce decreases steadily after this year.

2. By their thirtieth wedding anniversary, 38.3% of married couples in Canada have divorced.  

3. Of all the provinces and territories, Quebec has the highest divorce rate while Newfoundland and Labrador has the lowest divorce rate.

4. Divorce causes negative and long-term financial consequences for the divorcing couple and their children. 

5. Children from fatherless homes are 24 % more likely to run away from home than other children.

6. The age when people first marry is higher now (late 20s) than it was in the 1950s (early 20s).

7. Key studies on the impact of divorce have shown that time does not heal the wounds of the children involved.

8. Many couples that report unhappy marriages in one year report that these same marriages are very happy and satisfying five years later.

9. Women file for divorce more often than men; women also get custody of the children more often than men.

10. The number of Canadian marriages per year between 1989 and 1996 dropped 18%.

Fact Sheet: Teen Pregnancy

1. Babies of teenage mothers are at increased risk of preterm birth, low birth weight and death during infancy.
2. Pregnant teens themselves are also at greater risk of health problems, including, for example, anemia, hypertension, renal disease, eclampsia and depressive disorders.

3. Teenage pregnancy has economic consequences.  Young parents have lower educational achievements and job prospects than their counterparts without children.

4. In Canada, the highest rates of teen pregnancy have been in the territories and the lowest rates in the Atlantic provinces.

5. By 1997, abortion was the most common outcome of teen pregnancy.

6. The rate of teen pregnancy has been slowly declining over the last several decades.

7. Most pregnant teens are unmarried and do not have access to another income.

8. In addition to risking pregnancy, teens who have sex put themselves at risk for sexually transmitted diseases.

9. Canada has a lower teen pregnancy rate than most other countries, including New Zealand and the USA.

10. Teens who become pregnant often face intense social pressures and stigmas as a result of their pregnancies.

Fact Sheet: Prostitution

1. In Canada, soliciting sex for money is one of several illegal sexual activities.

2. Between 1991 and 1995, 63 prostitutes were murdered in Canada. Sixty of them were female, including seven juveniles aged 15 to 17.  According to police, half of these people were murdered by their customers.

3. In the same five year period, 18 prostitutes were charged in the deaths of 16 people, including 10 clients, 1 pimp and 5 others, mainly acquaintances.

4. Approximately 2/3 of people engaged in prostitution are assaulted by their customers.

5. In Canada, men and women are charged in about equal numbers for various sex crimes. 

6. 40% of sex workers carry a weapon while working.

7. The sex trade or traffic (buying, selling, and renting people for sexual crimes) is on the increase in Canada.  People are trafficked here from other countries and forced to work in the sex industry.

8. Girls and women from many countries around the world are trafficked into Canada every week by mafias, gangs, and other criminals.

9. The sex trade in Canada is a multi-million dollar industry.

10. Prostitution is difficult to track because statistics depend largely on police enforcement.

Fact Sheet: Pornography

1. Pornography is available in many forms including magazines, books, and internet.  The internet is, of course, a major source for pornography.  However, due to its constantly changing nature, it is hard to get precise statistics about pornography on the internet.

2. It is estimated that the money made by internet pornography sites is larger than the combined revenues of all professional football, baseball and basketball franchises.

3. It is estimated that child pornography generates $3 billion annually.

4. It is estimated that there are about 4 million websites devoted to distributing pornography.

5. It is estimated that 78 % of internet pornography users are male and 22 % are female.  

6. Because pornography is typically seen as a male problem, women have an even harder time than men admitting to pornographic addiction and/or seeking help.

7. 13 % of women and 20 % of men indicate that they have access to pornography in their workplace.

8. When compared by age, the greatest consumers of internet pornography are 12-17 year olds.

9.  Use of pornography is often cited as a reason for divorce.

10. Children and youth are especially vulnerable to victimization by people seeking pornography on the internet.










� Statistics taken from the websites of the Canadian AIDS Society and the AIDS Committee of Toronto.


� Statistics taken from the website of Women Against Violence Against Women.


� Statistics taken from the websites of Statistics Canada; United States Census Bureau; and Focus on the Family.


� Statistics taken from the websites of Statistics Canada and the Public Health Agency of Canada.


� Statistics taken from the websites of Statistics Canada and the University of Rhode Island.


� Statistics taken from the website of Family Safe Media.





In the Bedroom: Two


